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ARTsmart  
EMPOWERING YOUTH THROUGH ARTS EDUCATION

Opening eyes and minds, 
one child at a time. 

This is the mission of ARTsmart 
New Mexico, a nonprofit 
originally founded in 1990 to 
raise funds for art supplies 

in local schools. The Santa Fe based 
organization has since grown to offer 
year-round arts instruction for K-12 

students across northern New Mexico. 
ARTsmart programs range from after-
school learning environments to on-site 
mentorships with visiting artists, and they 
extend their reach into the community 
through mural projects with Teen Court 
and monthly art activities with the Youth 
Development Program. The organization 
has operated on Pacheco Street, but 
recently expanded into its own home in 

the Siler Arts District with an enlarged 
vision for community impact. 

ARTsmart’s new location has an 
unassuming façade; it’s a building that 
on first glance you’d guess was filled 
with lifeless cubicles. But as I walked 
through the front doors at 1201 Parkway 
Drive, I was instantly greeted with an 
energizing hum of small voices. Natural 
light streamed in through large skylights 

and, instead of stark cubicles, I encountered brightly 
colored castle-shaped walls that divided an inviting 
open space. Executive Director Sharon Peterson and 
Program Director Amanda Neiter welcomed me with 
a tour. As I explored the “storage castle,” witnessed an 
open classroom with young students in a passport to 
the arts themed summer camp (they were visiting India 
and too busy drawing henna designs to notice me), I 
began to think how enticing the environment would have 
felt to me as a child. It was a playground of creativity with 
student art adorning the walls and ceiling, and I could 
easily envision myself as a first grader hiding in the small 
nooks cut out of the colorful castle walls. 

ARTsmart officially began operating here on July 11th, 
2016. The 6400 sq. ft. space will also house a future 
ceramic studio, gallery and store for selling student 
art. Summer programs were already underway in 
late July, and plans were in the works for after-school 
programming for the upcoming year. The size and 
location of the building allows for more community 
collaborations; ARTsmart hopes to rent out the 
classrooms and ceramic studio for adult workshops, and 
use the exhibition space for local artist pop-up shows. 
The nonprofit will also have an in-house fundraiser 
beginning with a ticketed fall event on October 29th. 

With areas of northern New Mexico receiving little 
or no in-school arts instruction, ARTsmart provides 
a valuable bridge for young artists seeking the 
individuality and expression only the arts provide. Santa 
Fe’s thriving creative culture offers a wealth of resources 
for ARTsmart’s interactive programs, but there is an 
undeniable disconnect between the downtown art 
scene and the education sector—particularly in south 
side neighborhoods and outside communities.

“We connect our students to the community through 
any artistic partnerships we can find, which shows them 
there are potential careers in the arts,” says Neiter. “There 
needs to be someone in the middle to bring everyone 
together, and that’s what we’re working to do.” 
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