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Paul-Henri Bourguignon
50 YEARS A MODERNIST

By Kelly Skeen

“I think producing art for more than 50 years is unusual, but producing art that grows and changes and never becomes 
static—that’s remarkable.” Jane Hoffelt is the estate trustee for Paul-Henri Bourguignon (1906–1988), who was a Belgian 
painter, journalist, art critic and photographer. She, along with gallery owner and director Connie Axton, organized a 50-year 
retrospective of the artist’s work that will open at Ventana Fine Art this June. It will be the first retrospective of Bourguignon’s 

art ever to be held in New Mexico. 

Bourguignon studied art and art history in Brussels; he held his first exhibition of paintings at 22 years-old at Brussel’s Galérie d’Egmont, 
which sold out immediately. Even with his early success as a painter, Bourguignon pursued journalism and art criticism at Belgian 
newspaper La Phare, exposing him to Europe’s forefront modernists and succession of art movements. As a journalist, Bourguignon 

traveled extensively to places like France, Spain, Italy, Yugoslavia, 
North Africa and more. Once the war in Europe and German 
occupation of Belgium ended, Bourguignon expanded his travels 
to the exotic locations of Haiti and Peru. The vibrancy of the 
people and culture in Haiti captivated Bourguignon; he ended up 
living in the country for more than a year and became part of its 
flourishing art scene, which he was initially sent to write about 
for La Phare. Haiti was an unexpected haven for European and 
American artists and writers, such as author Truman Capote 
and Surrealist poet André Breton. Bourguignon was drawn to the 
country’s rich history and moved by the dichotomy of its people 
who were poverty-stricken yet full of life. There, and in Peru where 
he also spent nearly a year, he wrote, took photographs and 
observed, full of wonder and excitement. 

Bourguignon then moved to the United States with his wife Erika 
Eichhorn, an anthropologist who had also been living in Haiti. 
They created a haven in their Ohio home filled with an extensive 
library of art books, artifacts, paintings and photographs from 
their travels. It was in Ohio, after having spent years interviewing 
modern art masters, writing about their work and photographing 
people and cultures around the world, that Bourguignon picked 
up his brushes again. Through his journalistic work and cultural 
experiences, he’d become a perceptive observer of the human 
condition and had acquired an in-depth knowledge of modern art 
painters and movements. He used these influences in his early 
gouaches and later acrylics, as well as in pencil and ink drawings. 
With just a few strokes or simple lines, Bourguignon was able 
to capture the essence of a persona or the energy of a place. 

By adding vibrant color and complex brushwork, the chaos of a 
Haitian village or the elegance of Parisian architecture came alive. 
Bourguignon’s genres ranged from evocative figures and portraits 
to expressionist landscapes and scenes derived from his travels. 
A range of these subjects painted from the 1930s to 1980s will 
come together for the exhibition in June. 
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