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LEE PRICE EVOLVES WOMEN AND FOOD MOTIF WITH EMPOWERING NEW BODY OF 
WORK AT EVOKE CONTEMPORARY 

 
Santa Fe, NM (August 30, 2017): Contemporary realist painter Lee Price is known for 
her intimate figurative portraits that powerfully comment on compulsive behavior, 
particularly the complicated relationship between women and food. With her latest 
body of work, however, Price breaks from her Women and Food Series by taking a 
more empowering approach to her theme. For “Disillusion,” Price will debut her 
Portrait Series and Surfacing Series, which together overcome the idea of a 
distorted self-image or shameful compulsivity. “Disi l lusion” wil l  open on 
Friday, September 29th at EVOKE Contemporary and wil l  remain on 
display through October 28th.  
 
Price’s Women and Food paintings bring to light painful realities from aerial 
perspectives, a view that is associated with the subject’s own judgmental gaze upon 
themselves as they satisfy impulsive indulgences among scattered take out boxes or 
empty, messy cake plates. “I would get so much feedback from the Women and 
Food paintings from people who would really connect with them,” says Price. “They 
took solace in these paintings, but I heard a lot of really painful stories. It made me 
want to paint something more empowering and hopeful.” Lee’s self-portraits now 
challenge the viewer with an unapologetic and level gaze while enjoying a single 
cupcake or satisfying snack. Vibrantly patterned dresses merge with a backdrop of 
the same design, expanding the figure’s presence to fill the entire canvas. For her 
accompanying Surfacing Series, Price links back to her bathtub motif from earlier 
work. Rather than associate the setting with isolation, however, these paintings 
symbolize rebirth and shift of self.  
 
Price has always been her own muse and her new work is no different. The New 
York artist recently turned fifty and partially attributes the shift in subject matter to 
this milestone. “Many people, especially women, spend a good portion of their lives 
distorting themselves to appear a certain way to other people,” says Price. 
“Eventually you reach a shift in your life where you’re done with that.”  
 
EVOKE Contemporary, located in the pre-eminent Railyard Arts District in the heart 
of Santa Fe, New Mexico, is committed to exhibiting provocative and compelling 
artwork by a wide range of established to emerging American and international 
contemporary artists. The gallery’s goal is to provide collectors with the excitement 
of early acquisitions by up and coming artists, as well as that of mature talent in 
contemporary art. 
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